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unconvincing. Among these theories, we have what is called the Korur Theory. Alberuni (1030 A. D.) records in his works a battle at Korur where one Vikramaditya defeated the Mlecchas, and tradition says that Kalidasa lived in the court of Vikramaditya. The Korur theory combines these two and says that Kalidasa might have lived in the court of this Vikramaditya of Korur fame. This battle took place in 544A.D.,and to commemorate it an era called Vikrama-Sakhabda was founded and dated back by 600 years. Hence the Vikrama Era begins from 56 B. C Kalidasa, according to this theory, ought to have lived about 544 A. D. This theory has been propounded by Fergusson, but it has been disproved by the discovery of the Mandasor Inscription dating as early as 404 A. D- which clearly makes mention of the era in question.
Associating Kalidasa with Vikramaditya, we have a verse preserved by tradition, (Vide Appendix A-7). The verse refers to the fact that Dhanvantari, Kshapanaka, Amarasimha, Sankhu, Vetalabhatta, Ghatakarpara, Kalidasa, Varahamihira and Vararuchi were the nine poetic gems in the court of Vikramaditya. The great Buddhistic shrine at Gaya which was constructed by Amaradeva (presumed to be the same as Amarasimha) is not referred to by Fa-Hian, the Chinese traveller who was in India in 414 A. D. But the later traveller Hiouen-T9 Sang (642 A. D.) makes clear reference to this temple. So this temple ought to have been built and consequently Amarasimha must have lived some time between these two dates